
T
HE FASCINATING LIVES of 29 female 
convicts who spent time in the Cascades 

Female Factory, between 1829 and 1855, are the 
subject of this book. 

The women range from young offenders to 
prosperous matriarchs; from tough customers 
to those educated enough to write letters home. 
Some got through the convict system fairly 
easily; some struggled, committing offence 
after offence - insolence, neglect of work, theft. 
Some had children, some did not. Many saw 
their children die. Some died in childbirth. 

The 24 authors of the stories come from 
Tasmania, the Australian mainland and as far 
afield as Canada. Some are descendants of the 
female convict they write about, and bring 
family knowledge to their story. Others are 
academics, general historians or just interested 
people. 

This is the fifth book in the Convict Women's 
Press series of Convict Lives in Van Diemen's 
Land's female factories. It is a wonderful 
collection of stories, showing the ups and 
downs of Tasmania's convict system, and the 
important role of the Cascades Female Factory. 


