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T鵬s is an account of a co11aborative process of discussion and lear正ng that was

plamed wi址n the broad紐amework of par髄patory action research and took place

in the Migrant Women’s Lear正ng Centre at the Northem Metropolitan College of

即しFE between May 1991 and May 1992.

The teachers at the Centre constituted themselves as an (action research group??

resourced by myself as one of their number・ We emb争rked on a process of re皿ection

and discussion in order to share and develop the theoretical understandings

infoming our work, tO Share classrbom expe五encもand tech正ques and to expIore

more deeply what we do in the classroom and why. We identi窟ed a number of

problems with the notion of (personal development? and高orked from there to

ar慣culate a discourse of the meanings and practices of a pedagogy of adult

education and English as a Second Language wi咄n an a11-WOmen?s se咄ng.

The collaborative process amongst the teachers was paralleled by two other

processes: mO正to五ng my own classroom behaviour by means of a teac址ng JOurnal

●

and irrvolving the students in re皿ection and feedback on血e血eme of the enq田ry.

There are several themes that inteiweave through the presentation and discussion

of the prqject outcomes: the problematising of `personal development` and

・empowerment’ in relation ¥to our teaching; the consequent reworking and

reconstruction of our pedagogical understanding; a discussion of the possibilities

for teacher-Student solida出y in terms of the poststructuralist analysIS Of language

●

and power; a discussion of the sig正負cance of the prqject as a model of collabora慣ve

teacher-based professional development; a Critical re組ection on issues of action

research methodoIogy suggested by皿s prQject; and a reflec傭on on the power of

feminist poststructuralist theory m interpreting the outcomes and suggesting new

possibilities for action research itself


